
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 
BRIGHT FUTURE

RURAL EDUCATION ACCESS PROGRAMME A DECADE ON
A TRACKING STUDY OF THE FIRST FULL INTAKE OF STUDENTS ON THE

September 2011 - by Andrew Hartnack

Designed and printed by TopCopy



It was very useful. My family could not support me so REAP did and they 
gave me glasses for the first time. They taught me time management and 
how to control myself, life skills and to see people in a different way.” 

FORMER REAP STUDENT
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2002 Cohort and the Study 
Sample

I did not know anything about town. They took me from rural to town and I 
became aware. If not for REAP, today I would not be sitting where I am or even 
talking to you now!”

REAP STUDENT

6       REAP Tracking Report 2001 – 2011

Tracking Report 2001 – 2011



Student Origins

Graph 1

       REAP Tracking Report 2001 – 2011      7

Rural Education Access Programme

ABOVE: Jacqui Layman, Student Development Advisor

Graph 2

Institutions Attended
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Through REAP I managed to obtain the degree of my dreams! 
REAP STUDENT
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I went to Cape Town not 
knowing anyone, but through 

REAP I found a family.”

REAP STUDENT
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REAP SUPPORT 2002 Cohort Study Sample Those Not Tracked

Table 1: REAP Support
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Yanda Kolanisi
Accountant with a 

Heart for Home
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Findings
The tracking study found the following dynamics among the 2002 cohort: 

• Pass Rates

Graph 3

Course Pass Rate
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Regomoditswe Maboitshego
The Value of Perseverance 
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• Further Studies

• Location of Students

• Time Taken to Complete
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Map 1: Location of tracked students

Location of sample

Chart 1
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Amanda Peter
REAP Ambassador 

ABOVE: Amanda & Lynette Harding being interviewed by Joke 
d’Hart chair of Tania Leon Studiefonds in the Netherlands
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Phandle Phandle
Showing the Way
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• Livelihood Status
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Employment Status

Chart 2

Employer/Occupation No.

Government Sector

Sub Total: 30

Private Sector

Sub Total: 28

Total: 58

• Employment & Earning 
Dynamics

Table 2: Employment sector
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Earnings of
Full-time Employed

Graph 4
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Luvo Makhasi
Lawyer and Leader

ABOVE: Luvo with the then Minister of Education Naledi Pandor
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Earnings Breakdown

Chart 3

REAP helped me very much! My parents had 

no money to send me to school, but REAP took 

me there and I’m where I am because of REAP. 

Starting is very important so I’m very thankful, 

I wish they can continue doing what they did 

with us”. 

REAP STUDENT

Starting is very important so I’m very thank

I wish they can continue doing what they d

with us”. 

REAPEE STUD
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• NSFAS Debt Status

Lekahla Nkhahle
Ploughing back the Skills 

NSFAS Loan Status

Graph 5
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• Social Status & Family Life
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Matshediso Molebatsi
Dressed for Success
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• Remittances & Family 
Support

Elizabeth Zwane
Breadwinner to Many
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• Influence on Family and 
Community

“I had a big influence! My family 
were thinking like rural people 
with no hope, so I taught them 
to see that there is a future 
even for us rural people.” 

“Yes, through me my cousins 
saw that it is possible to study.”

“I advised my younger sisters 
not to waste their opportunity 
doing what they think is cool.”

“At home I am the only one 
who graduated and they even 
had a ritual to celebrate. I also 
advised my cousin not to study 

tourism like me as there are no 
opportunities.”

“My family does not make 
a decision about business 
without consulting me.”

“I see that I put a smile on 
their faces, my brothers brag 
about me to their friends and 
the youngest looks up to me so 
much.”

“I am a free motivational 
speaker.” 
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Community Engagement

Chart 4
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Lusanda Mtiya
Building Women’s Sport
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• Impact on Rural Public 
Services

• Aspirations and Future 
Dreams
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• Former Students’ Views on 
REAP’s Impact

Mahlatse Mokwatlo
Building Capacity 

“REAP was THE opportunity 
for me to get out of my home 
town and see the big city! This 
opened my eyes and changed 
my small-mindedness and I 
saw new opportunities”. 

“It was very useful. My family 
could not support me so REAP 
did and they gave me glasses 
for the first time. They taught 
me time management and how 
to control myself, life skills and 
to see people in a different 
way.” 

“I went to Cape Town not 
knowing anyone, but through 
REAP I found a family.”

       REAP Tracking Report 2001 – 2011      33

Rural Education Access Programme

“REAP helped me very much! 
My parents had no money to 
send me to school, but REAP 
took me there and I’m where I 
am because of REAP. Starting 

is very important so I’m very 
thankful – I wish they can 
continue doing what they did 
with us”. 

“Through REAP I managed 
to obtain the degree of my 
dreams! 

“There are so many new things 
at university. REAP taught me 
how to behave and be a good 
person.” 

“REAP opened the university 
door for me. If it had not been 
for REAP, I would not know 
anything about university.” 

“If not for REAP, I’m not sure 
I’d be where I am today! The 
whole set up was good. The 
workshops played a big role – I 
remember they brought good 
speakers like Naledi Pandor 
and Zackie Achmat!” 

“Yoh! They really helped me! 
I enjoyed being part of REAP. 
Besides giving money they 
really know how to talk to you. 
I am not an ‘A student’ but they 
helped me to pass. Now I have 
my degree that no one can take 
away from me!” 

“At that time, my parents were 
not working, so they really 
helped me.”

“If not for REAP, I would not 
now be supporting my family 
and community.”

“Phumi and Jackie were so 
caring – you would feel as if 
you were their child!” 

“At the time I thought the 
workshops were pointless, but 
now I’ve realised how much 
they taught me.”

“I had a lot of problems with 
self esteem, but REAP gave 
me motivational sessions and 
I’m now confident. I would not 
be the person I am today if not 

for them!”

“I was frustrated in first year 
and not sure what to study. But 
REAP helped and guided me 
and now I am a professional in 
my field.” 

“I did not know anything about 
town. They took me from rural 
to town and I became aware. If 
not for REAP, today I would not 
be sitting where I am or even 
talking to you now!” 

“Many programmes cover 
fees and so on, but REAP is 
different because they meet all 
your other needs like transport, 
food and stationery.”

“If you don’t want 
to go where REAP wants to 
take you, you will not go far!”
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Conclusion
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